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EDITORIAL
Dear readers,

This issue of Pacific Geographies covers a range of topics related mainly to economic geo-
graphical concerns. Whilst the Chinese photovoltaic (PV) industry may be thriving from a 
German perspective (after all – it has put a number of local PV companies out of business!) 
its internal challenges are not well known. Laura Gross explains the political forces behind 
the development and governance of the PV industry in China. More obvious challenges are 
faced by the Cambodian tourism industries where so-called sustainable tourism is not well 
understood and implemented. Nhep Tinat considers possible indicators that could be used 
by public and private stakeholders in the transformation of Cambodia tourism. Cambodia 
is also the focus of Giorgio Talocci and Camillo Boano’s article on urban displacement. 
Exploring displacement practices in Phnom Penh, the authors compare perspectives on the 
disruption of livelihoods as well as the resulting human rights violations. Also working within 
a qualitative paradigm, My Tran explores the film industry in New Zealand, using operators 
in Wellington as an example.
 
In case you are interested in guest editing a Special Issue of Pacific Geographies, please let 
us know your topic suggestion.
 
We hope you enjoy this new issue of Pacific Geographies.
 
Dr. Michael Waibel and Dr Julia N. Albrecht
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Impression from motorbike 
repair workshop in Hanoi
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Le Dinh Hung (25 years old) runs 
his own motorbike repair workshop 
in Ba Dinh District in Hanoi. Hung 
began his training when he was 
13 years old. He knows everything 
about his trade and can build custom 
motorbikes on request. His free time 
is limited. After he finishes work he 
spends the evening on Facebook. 

The cover photo has been printed 
with the recent publication: Waibel, 
M. (ed.) (2015)  Hà Nội: Capital 
City. Sách ảnh / Fotobuch / Photo 
Book. 1st edition. Fine Art Publishing 
House  Hanoi / Vietnam, 308 pages. 
ISBN: 978-604-78-1965-2.The Association for Pacific Studies (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Pazifische Studien e.V., 

APSA) was founded in 1987 at the Department of Geography of the University of 
Technology in Aachen. Activities include workshops, conferences, public lectures  
and poster exhibitions. The book series Pazifik Forum was initiated in 1990. In 1992, 
it was complemented by the publication of the journal Pacific Geographies. The latter 
has developed into the major activity of APSA in recent years.
The APSA sees itself as one of the largest scientific networks in Germany for acade-
mics and practitioners with an interest in the Asia-Pacific region as well as  academic 
exchange.

Pacific Geographies (PG), ISSN 2196-1468, is a peer-reviewed semi-annual  
publication published by the Association for Pacific Studies (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für 
Pazifische Studien e.V., APSA) in co-operation with the Department of Human Geo-
graphy of Hamburg University, Germany. The PG provides an interdisciplinary platform 
for an academic discussion of social, cultural, environmental, political and economic 
issues in the Asia-Pacific region. 
In order to uphold scientific standards, the PG is implementing a peer-review process. 
Articles marked as „scientific papers“ have been peer-reviewed by two external revie-
wers. Articles marked as „research notes“ have been peer-reviewed by one external 
reviewer and a member of the editorial board. All other articles have been reviewed 
by the editorial board.
APSA-Members receive the Pacific Geographies at no cost as a membership benefit.


