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EDITORIAL
Dear readers,

This issue of Pacific Geographies covers a wide range of topics, again, which will hopefully 
find your interest. Among others, it includes two essays, one more personal and one more 
academic reflection about Beijing respectively about Hanoi. Both essays were written by 
long-time residents who have left those fascinating cities in the meantime and now throw 
a look back. 

Further, we glad to announce, that Matthias Kowasch has recently reinforced our edito-
rial team. Since January 2014, he has been working as a lecturer at the Department of 
Geography at University of Bremen. Matthias hold a PhD in human geography about the 
participation of the indigenous Kanak people in the development of the nickel sector in the 
French overseas territory New Caledonia. In this context he did extensive fieldwork in Kanak 
villages. His research interests are resource exploitation, governance, indigenous people's 
issues and textbook research. Before arriving in Bremen, Matthias worked at the University 
of New Caledonia and he was a postdoc at the Institute of Research for Development (IRD) 
in Noumea. In addition to his work at University of Bremen, Matthias is teaching in a high 
school near Bremen.  Matthias will particularly contribute to the development and the inter-
nationalization of our journal and is looking forward to receiving submissions - particularly  
dealing with Oceania. 

The next issue shall cover again a specific topic. In case you are interested in guest editing 
a Special Issue of Pacific Geographies, please let us know your topic suggestion as soon as 
possible.
 
We hope you enjoy this new issue of Pacific Geographies.
 
Dr. Michael Waibel, Dr Julia N. Albrecht & Dr. Matthias Kowasch
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The photo shows a Beijing security 
volunteer at Dashilar Street (大栅
栏街), Xicheng District, Beijing, the 
ancient business and entertainment 
center of the Chinese capital. The old 
men is sneakily drinking what looks 
to be tea, but really is baijiu (白酒), a 
strong Chinese liquor from a tea-set.

The Association for Pacific Studies (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Pazifische Studien e.V., 
APSA) was founded in 1987 at the Department of Geography of the University of 
Technology in Aachen. Activities include workshops, conferences, public lectures  
and poster exhibitions. The book series Pazifik Forum was initiated in 1990. In 1992, 
it was complemented by the publication of the journal Pacific Geographies. The latter 
has developed into the major activity of APSA in recent years.
The APSA sees itself as one of the largest scientific networks in Germany for acade-
mics and practitioners with an interest in the Asia-Pacific region as well as  academic 
exchange.

Pacific Geographies (PG), ISSN 2196-1468, is a peer-reviewed semi-annual  
publication published by the Association for Pacific Studies (Arbeitsgemeinschaft für 
Pazifische Studien e.V., APSA) in co-operation with the Department of Human Geo-
graphy of Hamburg University, Germany. The PG provides an interdisciplinary platform 
for an academic discussion of social, cultural, environmental, political and economic 
issues in the Asia-Pacific region. 
In order to uphold scientific standards, the PG is implementing a peer-review process. 
Articles marked as „scientific papers“ have been peer-reviewed by two external revie-
wers. Articles marked as „research notes“ have been peer-reviewed by one external 
reviewer and a member of the editorial board. All other articles have been reviewed 
by the editorial board.
APSA-Members receive the Pacific Geographies at no cost as a membership benefit.


