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The Beijing 798 Art Zone:
A Maturing Creative Cluster?

Michael Waibel & Philipp Zielke

The Beijing 798 Art Zone (1117982 K[X) is certainly the most
famous cultural district within China. It is located on a spa-
cious factory site of a former military-industrial project from
the 1950s. At that time, it was realized with the support of
architects from East Germany, who were responsible for desi-
gning many buildings in Bauhaus style.

Already during the late 1990s, avant-garde Chinese artists and
designers started to move into the mostly derelict area. The
site soon became the blossoming epicenter of contemporary
art in China. It was finally saved from bulldozing before the
Beijing Olympic Games and has turned into a popular urban
leisure area not only for the emerging bourgeois bohemians
(Bobos), but also for an increasing amount of international
tourists. As a pioneering art zone it became a role model for
the development and management of many other creative
spaces in China.

W
/. .JA L“a} U“ NN

3 A
(=]
‘1 : E
] :
l ; \ $
' / | g
g
16 ‘ 4 @ 2
[ i L f ‘a
= ' i s
i 4 |
hw 4 3
:'q" Pacific News #38 ¢ July/August 2012 / i 15
" ey ]



PACIFIC NEWS PICTURES PICTURES

Mercedes-Benz

Get the Best Out of Yourself
1 9% 08 005 - 7% S b 8 E O 5

Mercedes-Benz China Fashion Week

Michael Waibel [waibel@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de], PhD, Senior
Researcher and Project Leader at the Department of Geography,
University of Hamburg, Bundesstr. 55, 20146 Hamburg / Germany.

Philipp Zielke [zielke@geowiss.uni-hamburg.de], M.A. of Chinese
Studies, Project Researcher at the Department of Geography, Uni-
versity of Hamburg, Bundesstr. 55, 20146 Hamburg / Germany.

Pacific News #38





